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that free will; one man may say that the will is in
all cases directed by God  Himself;   another man
may say that man is an elaborate machine ; that his
thoughts  and his will  are  all determined by the
motions of the molecules of which his body consists,
so that he is as much an automaton as a wound-up
watch.   But none of these speculations interfere in
the least with the consciousness which we possess of
that which we call the freedom of our wills.    E"ow,
it is impossible for any of us to foretell in what
manner  another   man will,  on a given  occasion,
exercise his freedom of choice.   Prom a knowledge
of his character we may sometimes form a very
probable guess, but that is all.   Now, suppose we
are told that God foreknows the action of man, are
we driven to the alternative either of saying that the
statement is incredible, or that the freedom of the
will is only apparent, and that everything is fixed in
an inevitable course ?    I need not say that the diffi-
culty involved in this question, or rather, as I should
say, in giving a negative answer to it, is one with
which we are very familiar.    But it seems to me
that the difficulty turns upon this, that having no
power ourselves of foreknowing the manner in which
a given individual, on a given occasion, will exercise
his freedom of choice, and not even being able to
conceive the possession of such a power as belonging
to ourselves, we are apt, therefore, to deny it as